Renal imaging for diagnosis and staging of renal cell carcinoma.
The development and expansion of CT and MRI technology have enhanced the detection and characterization of renal lesions. Although these advancements should lead to earlier diagnosis of renal cell carcinoma with subsequent improved cure rates, the increased imaging has also uncovered many cases that are problematic not only in diagnosis but in management as well. The performance of high-quality examinations combined with growing experience should improve the ability to diagnose and manage these cases successfully. Continued advances in CT and MR technology combined with the current trend toward minimally invasive surgery will continue to expand the role of preoperative imaging and, it is hoped, improve the cure rate of renal cancer.